The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 


Witches Location: Burnley - Pendle Forest Circa 1860s In the mid-eighteenth century the 
belief in witchcraft persisted and farmers were said to use apotropaic magic to protect 
themselves. 

In the heart of Pendle Forest, in the small town of Burnley, a legend had been passed down 
through generations about witches. The locals spoke of mysterious women who practiced dark 
magic and cast spells on unsuspecting villagers. The townspeople were wary of these witches, 
and would often use apotropaic magic to protect themselves from harm. 

It was in the 1860s when a group of travelers arrived in Burnley, seeking shelter for the night. 
They had heard about the legends of the witches in the forest and were intrigued. The locals 
warned them of the danger, but the travelers were determined to explore the forest and uncover 
the truth behind the stories. 

As they made their way deeper into the forest, the travelers began to feel a sense of unease. The 
trees seemed to loom over them, casting ominous shadows on the ground. They heard strange 
whispers and cackles, as if someone was watching them from the shadows. 

Suddenly, they stumbled upon a clearing in the forest. In the center stood a small hut, with 
smoke rising from the chimney. The travelers approached the hut cautiously, and peered through 
the window. Inside, they saw a group of women huddled around a cauldron, muttering 
incantations and stirring the pot. 

The travelers were terrified, and they quickly made their way back to the town to warn the locals. 
They told them about the witches and their dark magic, and urged them to protect themselves 
with apotropaic charms. 

The townspeople were grateful for the warning and immediately set to work, placing charms 
around their homes and livestock. They prayed that the witches would not come near their 
village, and that they would be safe from harm. 

Years went by, and the legend of the witches of Pendle Forest persisted. Some claimed to have 
seen them wandering through the trees, casting spells on anyone who crossed their path. But the 
locals remained vigilant, using apotropaic magic to protect themselves from harm. 

And so, the legend of the witches of Burnley lived on, a reminder of the power of superstition 
and the human need to protect oneself from the unknown. 


By Donald Jay 


